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 One of the brightest men ever in this country’s 
history 

 Born in 1743 to a Aristocrat family 

Inherited 4800 acres of land 

Lived off slave labor 

Had tutors and went to William and Mary College 
1760-1762 

Studied Law admitted to the bar 1767 

Jefferson’s Virginia Background 1743-1769 
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 Served in the House of Burgess - 1769 

 Got involved in Politics right as the Revolution 
started 

Wrote the Declaration of Independence, 1776 

Others helped him 

Jefferson wrote it 

Abolished Primogeniture  

Where the 1st born son gets everything 
when parent die 

Tried to make everyone in Virginia have the 
right to free education 

Didn’t pass 

Jefferson’s Early Politics 
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 Jefferson depended on Slaves his whole life 

 Free most of them when he died 

Was always critical of slavery though 

Fought many times to get ride of the African slave 
trade 

Talked about freeing slaves and colonizing 
them 

Was very confused on the subject 

Ended up having a baby with one of his 
slaves Sally Hemmings 

Jefferson’s view on Slavery 
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 Jefferson was the 2nd Governor of Virginia (After 
Patrick Henry) 

British invade the Virginia capital while Jefferson 
ran away. 

They ate his food at the table when they got 
into the mansion 

 While Governor, his wife died. 

Jefferson stayed in his room crying for 3 weeks 

Jefferson, the Governor of Virginia 
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 Sec. of State for Washington 1789-1793 

Didn’t get along with Hamilton 

“retired” in 1793 

Vice President 

Came in 2nd in the Election of 1796 

Made Vice President automatically 

Was the only office not protected by Alien 
and Sedition Acts 

Jefferson opposed this anyhow 

Wrote Virginia and Kentucky 
Resolutions   

Jefferson, Sec. of State and Vice President 
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 The Federalists nominated John Adams for president 
and Charles Pinckney for vice president. The party was 
divided, which led to their defeat and eventual 
dissolution several years later. 

 Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr were the 
candidates of the Democratic-Republican Party. 

 The main issues of the campaign were the taxes 
passed by the Federalists to support the war and the 
unpopular Alien and Sedition Acts. 

 The election results were confusing, like in 1796, 
and the House of Representatives had to decide the 
victor.  Jefferson and Burr were finally declared the 
winners. 

 The 12th Amendment to the Constitution was ratified 
in 1804.  This required electors in the Electoral College 
to vote separately for president and vice president.  

Election of 1800  “The Revolution of 1800” 
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Election of 1800 
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1800 election results 
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The Election of 1800 

Candidate Party 
Electoral 

Vote 

Thomas Jefferson 

(VA) 

Democratic

-

Republican 
73 

Aaron Burr (NY) 

Democratic

-

Republican 
73 

John Adams (MA) Federalist 65 

C.C. Pinckney (SC) Federalist 
64 

John Jay (NY) Federalist 1 

Anyone see the Problem? 

-Thirty-six ballots were cast 

over five days to reach a 

decision.  

 

-Once again  played a 

pivotal role, throwing his 

support to Jefferson, whom 

he disliked, rather than 

Burr, whom he truly hated. 

 

-The dilemma posed by 

two candidates receiving 

an equal number of 

electoral votes was later 

addressed in Amendment 

XII. 
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Jefferson was elected by a larger margin in 1804 
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•Jefferson ran with George Clinton as his VP 

•First Time in history these offices ran as a ticket 
together. 

•This was a result of the 12th admendment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

Many Federalists 
feared that Jefferson 

was a dangerous 
democratic radical 

who would undo the 
work of Washington 

and Adams. 

In his inaugural 
address Jefferson said 
that all Americans had 

equal rights and he 
would work to unite 

the country. 

“We are all 
Republicans, we are 

all Federalists.”  

1801 Federalist political cartoon 
showing Jefferson and the devil 
pulling down the good work of 

presidents Washington and Adams 
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Jefferson kneels before 
the altar of Gallic 

(French) despotism as 
God and an American 

eagle attempt to 
prevent him from 

destroying the U.S. 
Constitution by 

throwing it into a fire 
fed by the flames of 
radical writings and 
Satan. Jefferson's 
alleged attack on 

George Washington and 
John Adams in the form 

of a letter to Philip 
Mazzei falls from 

Jefferson's right hand.  
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 Jefferson believed that the Federalists were only 
concerned with the wealthy; he vowed to help all people 
no matter how much money or power they had.  

 Jefferson instructed his appointees to regard 
themselves as trustees for the people.  

 He encouraged agriculture and westward expansion.  

 Viewed America as a haven for the oppressed, so he 
urged a naturalization law that would make it easier for 
immigrants to become American citizens.  

 He believed people could be perfected and each 
generation should remake its laws to strengthen 
democracy. 

 Jefferson believed in the laissez-faire (let alone) 
approach to government, meaning it should play a small 
role in the economy and the lives of its citizens. 

“The less government, the better” 

Jefferson’s philosophy of government 
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 Just before leaving office, the Federalists passed the 
Judiciary Act of 1801, which expanded the total number of 
judges, and appointed Federalists. These new Federalist 
judges could overrule the incoming Democratic-Republicans.  

 They were called “midnight judges” because President 
Adams signed appointments late into his last night in office. 

 Jefferson refused to appoint a few of the unsigned 
commissions, including that of William Marbury. Marbury 
wanted the Supreme Court to force Secretary of State James 
Madison to deliver the commission in the 1803 case, Marbury 
vs. Madison. 

 In this important decision Supreme Court Chief Justice 
John Marshall established the principle of judicial review.  
This gave the court the power to decide if laws passed by 
Congress were constitutional and if not, to void them.  

 Marbury v. Madison laid the groundwork for the Supreme 
Court to keep the other branches of government in check.   

“Midnight Judges” and judicial review  
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William Marbury 

Chief Justice John Marshall 

First Supreme 
Court 

Building, 
Philadelphia 

James Madison 
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Vice President Aaron Burr challenged Alexander 
Hamilton to a duel in 1804 

Hamilton and Burr had once been 
friends, but over the years their 
relationship deteriorated  

Hamilton publicly spoke out against 
Burr on several occasions 

Burr was interested in NY governor job 
and Hamilton said that Burr was a 
“dangerous, unfit man” 

Burr confronted Hamilton and 
challenged him to a duel 

Dueling was illegal in New York, so they 
crossed the state line into New Jersey early 
July 11, 1804 

Hamilton’s shot missed Burr, while 
Burr’s landed in Hamilton’s liver and spine 

Hamilton died the next day 
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Got History? 

The first Got Milk? advert ran on October 29, 1993, and featured a 

hapless history buff receiving a call to answer a radio station's 

$10,000 trivia question. 

 

The ad, directed by Hollywood director Michael Bay, was at the top of 

the advertising industry's award circuit in 1994.. In 2002, the ad was 

named one of the ten best commercials of all time by a USA Today 

poll, and was run again nationwide that same year.  
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Alexander Hamilton grave is 
located in Trinity Churchyard, 
Broadway, Manhattan, New York.  
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Burr Conspiracy 

Burr left for the west in 
1805 at the end of his term  
as vice president and planned 
to seize land and lead a new 
nation 

Rumors circulated widely 
about Burr’s plan. Eventually 
Army General Wilkinson, one 
of his co-conspirators, wrote a 
letter to President Jefferson             
telling him of Burr’s plan 

Burr was charged with 
treason; however, due to lack 
of solid evidence, he was 
acquitted at his trial presided 
over by Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Marshall 

Burr gathered men to help seize 
land and start a new republic 
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President Jefferson wanted to purchase the important 
port of New Orleans at the southern end of the 

Mississippi River. The U.S. wanted guaranteed rights to 
sail vessels down the river through Spanish territory 
and unload goods at New Orleans for shipment to the 

Atlantic coast and Europe.  

Louisiana Purchase 
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1790 Slaves revolt on the Caribbean island of Saint 
Domingue (Haiti), France’s richest colony. 
1795 Spain reopens the Mississippi River and New Orleans 
to Americans. 
1799 Napoleon Bonaparte seizes power in France.  
1800 Spain secretly agrees to return Louisiana to France in 
exchange for Eturia, a small kingdom in Italy. 
1801 President Jefferson names Robert Livingston minister 
to France. 
1802 Spain cedes Louisiana to France and New Orleans is 
closed to American shipping. The French army sent to re-
establish control in Haiti is destroyed. Napoleon realizes he 
cannot keep control of the Louisiana Territory due to 
impending war with Great Britain. 
1803 
January Jefferson sends James Monroe to join Livingston 
in France. 
April 11  Foreign Minister Talleyrand tells Livingston that 
France is willing to sell all of Louisiana. 
July 4 Purchase is officially announced in U.S. 
October 20 U.S. Senate ratifies purchase treaty. 
December 30 U.S. takes formal possession of the Louisiana 
Territory. 

Timeline of possession of the Louisiana Territory 
Napoleon  

Livingston  

Talleyrand  
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The Louisiana Purchase doubled the size of the U.S. for 
the price of 4 cents an acre. President Jefferson sent 

three expeditions to explore the new territory. 

Louisiana  

Purchase 

U.S. in 
1803 

U.S. in 
1802 

Photos of the actual Louisiana 
Purchase Treaty 
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President Jefferson sent Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark to map and 

investigate the new western lands and 
find the Northwest Passage, an all-water 

route to the Pacific Ocean   

Map they took with them 

Exploring the new lands 

Meriwether Lewis 

William Clark 
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Map of Lewis and Clark's journey of exploration 
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Sacagawea was the Shoshone 
Indian wife of the interpreter 

Toussaint Charbonneau, a 
French fur trader that Lewis 

and Clark hired.  She was 
instrumental in providing 

friendly relations between the 
explorers and the various 

tribes they encountered on 
their expedition. 
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What did Lewis and Clark accomplish? 

Their main goal was to find an all-water route across the 
continent, a Northwest Passage. Although such a route 
does not exist, the journey had a major impact on the 
future course of U.S. history. The immense amount of 
geographic information undid much of the erroneous 

thinking of the time. Americans were made aware of the 
great potential of the new lands; the stage was set for 

increased exploration, trade, settlement and annexation. 



30 Lewis & Clark instructional film (16 minutes) 

Click to start 
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Pike was a career army officer and explorer who led two parties 
of exploration (1805-1807) into the Louisiana Territory. He and 

another party explored the Arkansas and Red Rivers, which 
formed part of the boundary between the lands of the Louisiana 

Territory and New Spain. Finding their headwaters was important 
to the U.S. However, a second part of Pike's instructions, to make 

a reconnaissance of the Spanish settlements in New Mexico, 
actually meant spying on a neighboring country in peacetime.   

Zebulon Pike led the second expedition 
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Long was an army topographical engineer whose 
expedition lasted from 1818-1823. He explored between 
the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains. Later in 
1823, he searched for the sources of the Mississippi by 
steamboat, ending far up the Missouri in Yellowstone 

country. The steamboat was built to resemble a dragon 
to impress the Indians. The highest summit of the Rocky 

Mountains was named Long's Peak in his honor. 

Stephen Harriman Long led the third expedition  
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The Empress of China was the first American ship to 
trade with China in 1784. The huge profits encouraged 
others to enter the trade and soon huge fortunes were 

being made in New England coastal cities. 

The Chinese 
purchased sea otter 
pelts, gold bullion, 
and ginseng, while 

Americans purchased 
tea silk and 
porcelains.     

Foreign affairs 
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 Pirates from North Africa, especially 
Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli and Morocco, 
seized merchant ships for hundreds of 
years. European nations had been 
paying them protection/tribute money 
not to attack their ships. 

When the U.S. became independent, 
British tribute money no longer 
covered American ships. 

 The U.S. paid the yearly tribute of 
one million dollars ($15 million in 
2004 dollars), but in 1801 the Pasha 
of Tripoli demanded an additional 
$225,000. 

 President Jefferson refused to pay 
and the Pasha declared war. Other 
Barbary states declared war as well. 

Barbary Wars 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Chesapeake.jpg
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  In 1802, Jefferson sent the new U.S. Navy ships and 
some Marines to the Mediterranean.  

 The war dragged on until 1805, when an overland attack 
by Marines and foreign mercenaries (soldiers who fight for 
money) captured the Tripolitan city of Derna (today called 
Darnah). 

 Tripoli and the other states asked the U.S. for an end to 
the war. The U.S. demanded they stop attacking U.S. 
merchant ships. They agreed, but the U.S. had to pay a 
large ransom to gain the release of captive American 
sailors. 

 The war showed that the U.S. was capable of fighting 
wars in foreign lands, and it gained valuable military 
experience. 

 In 1807, the Barbary states resumed their attacks on 
U.S. merchant ships. The U.S. had to wait until 1815 when 
the War of 1812 was over to fight the pirates. 

Barbary Wars 
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Area where the Barbary Wars were fought 

Turkey: Ottoman Empire 
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Scenes from the Barbary Wars 
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Britain becomes the focus of U.S. anger 

Britain and France were still engaged in war as a result of 
the French Revolution.  

The British destroyed the French fleet at Trafalgar and 
issued the Orders in Council which blockaded trade in 
European ports under Napoleon’s control.  

Napoleon responded with the Berlin and Milan Decrees 
which also restricted trade.  

The U.S. merchant fleet was caught in the middle. 

France seized 500 U.S. ships while Britain took over 
1,000.   

Many millions of dollars of cargo was lost to both nations.   

Although Americans were also angry with the French, 
several other factors directed American anger toward 
Great Britain. 
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Impressment caused great anger against 
Britain in the U.S. 

What is Impressment?  It means 
forcing men to join an army or navy.  
Often the men are kidnapped off the 
street by “press gangs.” 

Who was impressing American 
citizens?  The British Navy, which 
had used impressment for centuries. 

Why was Impressment used?  
Life in the British Navy has been 
described as a “living hell.”  Sailors 
were treated badly and working 
conditions were dirty and dangerous.  
There were few volunteers, so the 
navy turned to kidnapping or 
impressing unwilling men to fill their 
ships with crews. 
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 It has been estimated that over 10,000 American 
citizens were impressed into the British Navy. There was 
little the U.S. could do except protest. Britain was in a 
desperate fight and would do anything to defeat Napoleon.  

 In 1807, the British warship Leopard, searching for four 
known deserters, stopped the USS Chesapeake off the coast 
of Virginia and demanded to board and search for the 
deserters. 

 The Chesapeake was unprepared for action and her 
captain refused the boarding request. The British ship 
opened fire, killing and wounding several American sailors.  
The Chesapeake was defenseless and was forced to allow 
the British aboard. 

 The British took four U.S. sailors and the Chesapeake 
limped into port. 

 There were riots and calls for war; but Jefferson, not 
wanting to drag the U.S. into a European war, decided to 
use economic pressure to force Britain and France to 
respect U.S. neutrality. 

Chesapeake Affair 



43 Leopard firing on the Chesapeake 

USS Chesapeake 
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 In 1807 Congress, at the request of President 
Jefferson, passed the Embargo Act. This act outlawed 
trade with all European nations during the Napoleonic 
wars.  

 Jefferson hoped the embargo would force Britain 
and France to stop interfering with U.S. merchant ships. 

 The act was unsuccessful because it hurt American 
businesses more than the Europeans, led to illegal 
smuggling, and caused a shortage of markets for 
Southern farmers. Soon there was an outcry to repeal 
the Embargo Act. 

 In 1809 the Embargo Act was repealed and the  
Non-Intercourse Act was passed, which allowed U.S. 
ships to trade with all nations except Britain and 
France. 

Jefferson used trade restrictions to try to force 
Europe to recognize American neutral shipping rights  
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Contemporary political cartoon shows President Jefferson 

defending his Embargo and Non-Intercourse Acts before a 
group of angry businessmen. 
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1808 political cartoon showing the embargo as a vicious 
snapping turtle called “this cursed Ograbme” (embargo 

spelled backwards) harming American foreign commerce. 
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Jefferson, like Washington, refused to run 
for a third term. This continued the 

precedent of a two-term limit on presidents.   

Major events in Jefferson's presidency 

I. Jefferson’s philosophy of government 

II. “Midnight Judges” and judicial review  

III. Burr Conspiracy 

IV. Louisiana Purchase: Lewis and Clark 

V. Barbary War 

VI. Chesapeake Affair 

VII. Embargo and Non-Intercourse Acts 
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Jefferson, Retirement  

• Retirement 1809-1826 

• 17 year Retirement 

• University of Virginia 

• Founded in 1819, opened 1824 

• Designed campus, curriculum, books, ect.  

• Loved it 

• Died July 4th, 1826 

• 50 Years to the day he sign the Declaration of 
Independence.   

• Died very poor after not taking care of his 
finances 

• Adam’s and Jefferson had rekindled their 
friendship through their final years. 

• Tombstone 

• Left off the Presidency as one of his biggest 
accomplishments 

• AUTHOR OF THE DECLARATION OF AMERICAN 
INDEPENDENCE OF THE STATUTE OF VIRGINIA 
FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND FATHER OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA." 
 

 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=pv&GRid=544&PIpi=76316

